SUMMARY The first case of septic arthritis due to Bacteroides fragilis in a wrist joint is described together with its successful treatment.
Patients with rheumatoid arthritis are particularly prone to bacterial infection of affected joints.' Infections with obligate anaerobes are rare2 and are associated with a poor prognosis.3 We here describe successful treatment with metronidazole of Bacteroides fragilis suppurative arthritis in the wrist of a patient receiving prednisolone for rheumatoid arthritis.
Case report
The patient, a 62-year-old woman with a 5-year history of seropositive rheumatoid arthritis affecting many joints, was admitted for investigation of a possible peripheral neuropathy. Two years previously a McIntosh prosthesis had been inserted into her left knee and 6 months later a prosthesis into her left hip. Therapy with D-penicillamine, gold, levimasole, and nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory agents had been given, but currently she was taking prednisolone (10 mg/day), ferrous sulphate, and dihydrocodeine. 
